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Abstract

Damage is generally attributed to the agent that had a direct
effect in bringing it about; however, this is not always the
case, and the role of other, indirect factors cannot be
disregarded. It is in such circumstances that the case of the
concurrence of the direct actor and the cause arises.
According to the predominant view among Imami jurists, the
general rule is that liability attaches to the direct actor
(mobasher), unless the effect of the cause (sabab) is, for
certain reasons, stronger than that of the direct actor.
Although the Civil Code follows this view, other statutes -
such as the Civil Liability Act and the Islamic Penal Code -
base liability instead on the actual degree of influence each

factor had in producing the damage.
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